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Submitted by Michael Pazzaglini, Diocesan Council President 
 
“In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give 
glory to your Father in heaven.”              -Matthew 5:16 

 
As Vincentians, we remain hesitant to share of the good news of our ministry for fear of becoming 
prideful, out of a desire to remain humble.  We need to remember that when we share our ministry, 
share our stories, share our successes, we glorify God.  During the Easter season we should remember 
that through our actions, we lift up our lives to our Lord, and in seeing our commitment to God, 

others choose to do the same. 
 
In the past year, the Society, through our service and through our prayer, shined its light throughout Central Texas in a 
tremendous way.  From October 2009 to September 2010, our 1,100+ members helped perform 11,100 person-to-
person home visits and offered nearly 110,000 hours of Vincentian service to 50,000 people.  In one year's time, 
through our contributions of time, talent and treasure, the Society has had a $4 million impact on poverty in Central 
Texas.  Quite an accomplishment! 
 
Not only do we glorify God through our service, but we also glorify God in our presence.  As we grow the Society and 
establish new districts and new conferences, we tell our story, and we tell the story of Christ’s love.  In the past year, 
we have revised our district structure in hopes of increasing our regional presence and further extending our light.  We 
renamed our Southern District to be the Central Texas South District.  In a similar manner, our former Temple District 
is now called the Central Texas North District.  In addition to the renaming, some conferences changed districts, and 
formed a new Central Texas East District.  The Central Texas East District includes our conferences in Smithville, 
Brenham, and Bryan/College Station.  We’re also excited to see what the future brings for potential new districts.   
 
Last year, the Society in Central Texas also welcomed a new conference at St. Patrick in Hutto, and we are currently 
working to revitalize our conference at Santa Rosa in Andice and forming a new conference at St. Martin de Porres in 
Dripping Springs.  We welcome all of our new Vincentians to the ministry, and we invite each new Vincentian to let 
his or her light shine through service and presence. 
 
Thus, we have many reasons to rejoice this year, including the fact that we are celebrating 50 years of Vincentian 
service in the Diocese of Austin.  For 50 years, Vincentians throughout Central Texas have brought the light of Christ 
to families and individuals, and for this, we are thankful.  We look forward to 50 more years of service and growth.  In 
the next 50 years, we pray for the ability to remain humble in Christ, while also opening ourselves up to fully sharing 
the light of the Society for the glory of our Lord. 
 
I thank God for all that you do in His name and I pray that you have a Blessed Easter! 
�
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Submitted by Gwen Till, St. Mary, Lockhart, Southern District Spiritual Advisor 
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Lent recently passed, and even though it was a beautiful season, it always comes with a little 
bit of dread.  I always find it hard to decide just what I can do each year to celebrate it in the 
right spirit, a time of reparation, a time of preparation for Easter Sunday.  Though this year’s 
Lent is behind us (again, I say, “Alleluia!”), I share an idea that might help us for future Lenten 
seasons, and even give us a head start in growing closer to God between now and then! 
 
Do you remember Grandma’s mending basket?  Well, if some of our clothes needed a button, 
our jeans needed a patch, our sock had a hole in it or our skirt had the hem hanging down, they 
were tossed into that basket until they could be fixed.  We don’t need those baskets much 
anymore.  In fact, we now pay good money for those jeans with holes already in them – my husband loves to 
walk back into the jeans department when I am shopping and tell me the price of those outrageous jeans with 
frayed holes all over! And many times we choose to donate the clothes that need fixing or sometimes just 
toss them away.  But this mending basket concept could be a good way for observing Lent.  What would 
Jesus see if He looked in our basket – what in our life needs to be repaired?    
 
Why not patch up the holes in our life that keep us from believing we are made in the image and likeness of 
God.  Take extra special care of your body – try to get a little more rest, exercise, take a walk, eat some 
healthy snacks – Let’s make those repairs that give us a better attitude of ourselves. 
     
Cut out the worry in our lives – it’s true there is a lot going on in this world that can distract us, make us 
anxious or nervous – but in a recent Sunday’s gospel we heard Jesus say, “Don’t worry about tomorrow – It 
will take care of itself.” Thus, try to enjoy the beautiful things He gives us – sunsets, music, kids, flowers, 
animals, and more. 
 
Stitch up the tears in our relationships – give some extra time, care, and attention to those we love.  Do 
something thoughtful for someone in your family.  Think of all the lonely people in the world.  Jesus had that 
uncanny ability to look into a crowd and identify the one most needing a cure – can we find someone who 
needs our attention? 
 
Press out the wrinkles in our prayer life - When you pray, think of it as a personal visit with someone you 
really love.  Turn the TV off, put on some beautiful music and just relax in God’s company. Find a scripture 
verse to memorize and just say it over and over while you are waiting in line somewhere or when you are 
falling asleep. 
 
And finally, show that finished garment to God.  At the end of the 40 days, give him this new you, all the 
buttons sewed on, the tears mended, the hems pressed – all ready for the beautiful feast of Easter. 
 
They say that sewing mends the soul – Let’s not throw that mending basket out just yet! 
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Submitted by Sr. Joan Pytlik, D.C., South Central Region Spiritual Advisor 
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Submitted by Arlene Lindstrom, Sacred Heart – Elgin, Spiritual Advisor 
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Submitted by Tom Hughes, Santa Cruz – Buda, President 
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Submitted by St. Christopher Conference�
 

The children in Mrs. Phillips’ 5th grade class at Holy 
Family Catholic School made this past Christmas a 
little more special. Armed with the first names, ages 
and sizes of a group of children who might 
otherwise not have had a very nice Christmas, the 
5th graders shopped for the kids, then wrapped the 
gifts and delivered them to the members of St. 
Christopher Conference, who passed them along to 
the needy children. The recipients were deeply 
touched by the fact that someone that did not even 
know them would buy a gift specifically for them. 
And the givers learned that it is truly more blessed 
to give….than to receive. 
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Submitted by Elizabeth Zarsky, St. John/St. Paul, Marble Falls/Horseshoe Bay 
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Submitted by Anna Parker, St. Paul, Smithville 
 
This past Lent, our conference at St. Paul in Smithville coordinated a 
special project with the students in the religious education classes to 
encourage giving to the less fortunate.  The project was called 
“Children Lent Us A Hand” and the 125 students in the parish were 
asked to donate basic, everyday needed items that most of us take for 
granted.   Included on the requested list were laundry soap, dish soap, 
toilet paper and deodorant. We hoped to supplement the religious 
education teachings during Lent of self-sacrifice, love and spiritual 
growth. This is the first time we asked students to participate in 
giving basic needs to ease the burdens of the needy families in these 
hard times and hopefully this practice will continue.  
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Submitted by Ronda Motl, Vehicle Donation Program Coordinator 
�

Often we clearly see the hand of God in the big events in our lives.  It’s always a nice surprise to learn and 
witness the interest that God shows in the small everyday things.  Allow me to give you an example.  A 
donor, “Kathleen”, shared her story with me recently.  She cut out the Vehicle Donation Program 
advertisement from her church’s bulletin because she planned, at some time in the future, to donate her 
vehicle to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul.  Three months later, the youth group in her parish was offering 
a raffle fundraiser to their parishioners with the grand prize being a new car.  Kathleen purchased a raffle 
ticket to support the youth group’s activities.  Much to her wonder and elation, she was notified the 
following month that she was the grand prize winner of the raffle.  After picking up her new car, she called 
the Regional VDP to donate her older car.  Within a week the vehicle sold at auction --- to Blessed 
Assurance Auto Sales!  I find this to be positive proof that God most assuredly takes care of our Regional 
VDP. 
 
We are always grateful for those donors that see the VDP ad in their bulletin or diocesan newspaper and 
decide to call.  And, we are particularly cheered by the donors that call in because a friend or family member 
told them about the VDP.  These are terrific examples of how God works in our hearts and prompts us to 
generosity.  Please share the VDP opportunity with anyone you can think of - you can make a difference in 
your community! 
 
Donating your vehicle to the Society of St. Vincent de Paul is a terrific way to help your 
community.  In addition, IRS tax credit paperwork is provided to our donors.  Inquiry 
phone calls are always welcome.  One phone call takes care of it all: 
�
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